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PREFACE by the Rev. Mr. Whitefie 1 1 


1 HE Apoſtle tells us there are Ii eren, Gifts, but the 


4. fame Stirit. And it is with us ſmall Pleaſure'that Þ 
frequently conficder what a holy Variety ere ii, as ta hei ; 
Gifts, among thoſe who by the World in Contempt at called \ 


Methodiſt Preachers; and 10 whom-1 am in an eſpecial 
Manner connected. Some may be properly fliled Sons of 
Thunder, while others of them ſeem more peculiarly to 
claim the Title of Sons of Conſolation. One has got the 
Gift of Exhortation, while another is more enabled to open 
properly the Scriptures of Truth, Mr. Humphreys, the 
Author of the following Queſtions and Anfavers, ſeems to 
excell. in the latter. I truſt they will be bleſs'd to many. 
. They are plain and ſimple. I think they need no Recommen- 
dation. Read and judge for your-ſelves, into whoſe Hands 
this little Manual may come, and then I doubt not but you 
«vill be like minded, in this Respect, with 


Your Soul's Well-wiſher, 
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Y dleſfign in publiſhing this is to bring a few of thoſe "3 


important ſcriptures to notice, «which are gentrally 
ever-look'd, or at leaſt but little minded by the common people. 


They are plac'd in the following method, that by the ble, | 
ing of Ged, they may ſtrike the greater conviction into the 4 


hearts of thoſe that read them. | 

1 thing of this kind might undoubtedly be dene by an abler 
hand. But inſtead of a better, let this take place. And 
let all that love Zion, pray the Lord J=5Vag bleſs it, for 
the ſpreading his glorious name and goſpel in Mis cloudy and 
dark day. a 

Fit be caun'd to this purpoſe, perhaps I may be en- 
ceuraged thereby to attempt ſome-thing another time of the 
ſame nature. In the mean while I ſubſcribe myſelf, courteous 
reader, thy friend and ſervant, for IR s', ſake, X 

8a * . 


Chedworth, „ J. H. 


SS! 
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Fs 


An Anſwer to every Man that aſteth, &c. 


2 ang lad to ſee you: pray how do you do? 

Tz By grace I can ſay, that not only my body 

roſpers and 1s in health, but my ſoul alſo proſpers, 
obn ii. 

2 How ſpiritual you talk! what, you are one of 
this new way, are you ? 

A. This I confeſs, that after the way which men call 
hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers, believing 
all things which are written in the law and the pro- 
phets, Ads xiv. 14. 

9. You are a Methodift then, I ſuppoſe ? 


A. I truſt I am one of thoſe that are called the chil- 


dren of the living God, Rom. ix. 26. 


9D, Will none then be ſav'd, think you, beſide your- 
ſaves ? 


A. God forbid! For Jzsvs' was flain, and hath re- 


deemed Sinners to God by his blood, out of every kin- 


dred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hath 


made them kings and prieſts unto God, Rev. v. 9, 10. 


2. But I ſuppoſe, whatever becomes of others, you 
do not doubt but you ſhall be ſaved ? 


A. We do indoed live in hope of eternal life, whick 


God that cannot lie promis'd before the world began, 


Tit. i. 2. 

E What have you to ground your hope upon? 

A. Chriſt is, in us, the hope of glory, (Col. i. 27. 

2, Have you got Chrilt then; 

A. My Beloved is mine, and I am His, Cant. ii. 15 

2. You not only hope then, but you are ſure of be 
ing ſaved through Chriſt ? 

A. I know that my Redeemer liveth ; and though 
after my ſcin, worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh 
ſhall I ſee God, Job xix. 25, 26. 

2 And do you indeed 4nowv that you are « child of 


6 The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with my (pitt | 


that , am a Child of God, Rom. viii 16. ; 
A 2 : 9, How 
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Q. How came you by this aſſurance ? | 

A. By grace through faith, Eph. ii. 8. —— We have 
receiv'd the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba 
Father, Rom. viii. 15. | 

2. May I have this gift? | 

A. Aſk, and it ſhall be given you, Mat. vii. 7. Who- 
ſoever calleth upon the name of the Lord ſhall be ſav- 
ed, 4s ii. 21. And if we being evil, know how to 

give good gifts to our children, how much more ſhall! 
our heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
aſk him? Luke xi. 11 x 

2. I ſhou'd like to be one of you, but you are a 
people ſo very particular. 

A. We are indeed a peculiar people, 1 Pet. ii. 9. a 
fooliſh nation, by whom the Lord provokes many 
others to jealouſy and anger, Rom. x. 19. 

9. I have heard great talk of the method miniſters; 
what are they? _ | 

A. They are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God 
did beſeech ſinners by them, they pray them in Chriſt's 
ſtead to be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. v. 20, 

2. But why do they preach in ficlds and barns, and 

ſuch-like places ? 5 
A. 1. Becauſe they are put out of the ſynagogues, 
Jobn xv1. 2. p 

2. Becauſe the Moſt High dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands, s vii, 48. But the hour is now 
come, when the true worſhippers do worſhip the Father 
in ſpirit, eh. iv. 23. 

3. Becauſe Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached without 
doors as well as within, Mat. v. 1. As xvi. 13. 

4. Becauſe where two or three are gathered together 
in the name of Chriſt, there is he in the midſt, Mat. 


ts] 


himſelf, who went about all the cities and villages 
teaching and preaching, Mat. ix. 35. 

9. But I am told they do miſchief about the country, 
cauſing diviſions in families and churches, 

A. Think not that Chriſt came to ſend peace on 
earth: I came not to ſend peace, fays he, but a ſword 
(i. e. My goſpel will prove in the ce nt to be the occaſion 
of much dizyfion.) For J am come to ſet a man at va- 
riance 2gainſt his father, and the daughter againſt her 
mother, and the daughter-in-law againſt her mother- 
in-law: and a man's foes ſhall be thoſe of his own 
houſhold, Mat. x. 34, 35. 

Q. I underſtand they are very young men. | 

A. Yea: have ye never real, Out of the mouth of 
babes and ſucklings thou hat perfected praife? Mat 
xxi. 16. | 

2. I hear alſo they are weak and unlearned men. 

A. God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world 
to confound the wiſe, and the weak things of the world. 
to conſound the things which are mighty, and baſe 
things of the world, and things which are deſpis'd bath 
God choſen. 1 Cor. i. 27. 28. | 

Q But *tis objected alſo, that they do not preach 
exact and regular. 

A. They come not with excellency of ſpeech or of 
wiſdom. For their ſpeech and their preaching 1s not 
with enticing words of mans wiſdom : but in demonſtra- 
tion of the ſpirit and of power, 1 Cor. ii. 1: 4. 

2. But ſurely if they were good miniſters, they 
would not be ſo univerſally. deſpiſed as they are. 

A. They, like the primitive miniſters of Chriſt, are 
made as the filth of the world, and are the off-ſcouring Y 
of all things unto this day, 1 Car. iv. 13. Vea, like 
Chriſt himſelf, they are rejected of the builders, Lutte 
XX. 17. ” 1 0 

(). But what became of people before theſe atoſe: ; 
ſurely they did not all go to hell? ou | 

A. Secret things belong unto the Lord our Gad, 

Deut. xxix. 29. Who at no time hath left himſelf 

without witneſs, Add, xiv. 47. And if there have been 

times of ignorance, be bath winked at them: but.gory 
commandeth all men every where do repent, Ads xvu. 
30. A 3 2 Pray | 
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2. Pray tell me, what do theſe Miniſters preuch? 

A. They preach, 1. That there is none righteous, 
no not one, Nom. ili. 10. 

2. That no man cometh to the Father, but by Chriſt, 
Jobn xiv. 6. 

3. That Jesus Chriſt ſhed his blood for many, for 
the remiſſion of fius, Mat. xxvi. 28. And 

4. That through his name, whoſoever believeth in 
him, ſhall reve remiſhon of ſins, Acts x. 43. 

2. I find theſe miniſters have not ſo great a variety 
in their ſermons as other miniſters have. 

A. Becauſe they are determin'd not to know any 
thing among the people, fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified, . | 

2. But are there not ſome wicked men that go about 
in their name ? 

A. Such are falfe apoſtles, deceitful workers, trans- 
forming themſelves into the apoſtles of Chriſt, 2 Car. 
2. 3. 

Q. You mention'd juſt now the remiſſion of fins. Pray 
tell me, is there ſuch a thing as having our fins forgiven ? 

A. There is forgiveneſs with God, P/al. xxx. 4. 
In Chriſt we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveneſs of ſins, Eph. i. 6. As far as the eaſt is 
from the weſt, fo far bath the Lord removed our tranſ- 
greſſions from us, Eſal. ciii. 12. 

Lon this is very happy for thoſe who expert- 
ence it. 


Even as David ſays, Bleſſed are they whoſe - 


Juities are forgiven, and whoſe ſins are covered, Rom. 


iv. T. 


E 2. But perhaps this was a privilege belonging only 


10 holy men of old, and not to any in theſe days. 

A. We believe that through the grace of the Lord 
* hrüſt, we Thall be faved even as they, Acts xv. 
| For the ſame Lerd over all is rich unts all that 
call upon him, Rem. x. 12. 

©. How may we attain to the forgiveneſs of our fins? 

A. The Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
fins, Mal. ix. 6. Come unto me therefore, ſays Chriſt, 
all ye that labour and are ene I will give 
you reſt, Mat. ix. 28. 2 But 


C71 * 

2. But he is now in heaven, and how can we come 
at him there? 

A. You are to underſtand that the Lord is nigh © W 
All them that call upon him in truth, P/. exlv. 18. And 
tho" he is now in heaven, yet his hand is not ſhortned 
that it cannot ſave, neither is his ear heavy that it can- 
not hear, M. lix. 1, 

9. Perhaps if a very vile ſinner does gs, to king, ke 
may yet maſs of mercy. 

A. Him that cometh to me, Rye Chriſt, I will in 
no wiſe caſt out, Jaba vi. 37. | 

85 Surely this Lord Chriſt is very gracious. | 

Indeed he is gracious, and full of compaſſion, 
cxlv, 8. For as the heaven is high above the earth, 
great is his mercy towards them that fear him, Pets 
1 

2. DIT this 
Chriſt: for to me he ſeems to be no common perſon. 

A. Indeed he is none other than Gad binyelf eaniftt 


in the Hs, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 


9. Did the almighty God then become a man? © 

A. The Word was God, John i. 1, and the Word 
was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, 14th verſe. © 

92. How came he to condeſcend thus ? 1 

A. Though he was rich, yet for our ſakes he became 
poor, that we through his poverty might be made 
2 Gor. viii. 9. 

2. This was humility. 

A. Yes — prong it. For though he was in 15 
form of God, and thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God, yet he made himſelf of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a ſervant,and was made in 
the likeneſs of men, Phil. ii. 6, 7. : 

. And was this the ſame that died upon the croſs ? 

A. Yes. For being found in faſhion as a mar, he 
humbled himſelf, . Fro wn obedient unto death, even 
the death of the croſs, ibid 8. 

9. Did God then die? 

A. Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe he 
aid down hilfe fos ms, 1 Jobs iii. 16. | 

. This is very ftrange doctrine. 


4. With- _ 
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A. Without controverſy great is the myſtery of god 
fineſs 1 Tm. iii. 16. 

7 Are we bound to believe that Chriſt is God? 

N 1. If ye believe not that 7 AM, (37. 20 21 
fays Chrift, Ve ſhall die in your fins, John viii. 24. 
2. Is the name IAM given to none but God? 

A. Moſes faid unto God, behold, when I come unto 
the children of Hrael, and ſay unto them, The God of 
your fathers hath ſent me unto you, and they ſhall ſay 
to me, What is his name? What ſhall I fay, unto them? 
And God faid unto Maſes, Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto 
them, I AM (VN from N the fame as NN from 
euhence comes NN that incommunicable. name of God, 
wohich is given to none but himſelf) hath ſent me unto 
you, Exod. yi. 13, 14. . nes ot 

2. But is it certain that this ſame title belongs to 
Chriſt ?- 8 1 

A. Jeſus ſaid unto the Jeu, Verily, Verily I ſay 
unto you, Before Mrabam was, I AM, Fohn viii. 58. 
2. I thought Chriſt was the Son of God, and not 
God himſelf. » 

A. Chriſt and his Father are one, Jobn x. 30. 
2. But if Chriſt was fuch a divine perſon, how came 
he to ſuffer ſo much as he did ? 

A. He ſuffer'd for ſins, 1 Per. iii. 18. 
Qi. For whoſe fins ? 
A. He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions. Ja. liv. 5. 

Q. What, then he who was innocent, ſuffer'd in our 
room who were guilty ? | | 

A. Yes verily: he ſuffer d the juſt for the unjuſt, 
I Pet. iii. 18. 
2. But what was this for? 

A. That he might bring us to God, 4d. 

Q. I ſuppoſe then that we ſhould never have come to 
God, if Chriſt had not died for us. ; 

: A. Without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion, Heb, 
er. 

9. So then, though we are ſinners, we can be ſaved 
now by Chril ? 

A. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all accep- 
cation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſin- 


[9] 
S Are all mankind finners ? 


All have ſinned, and are come ſhort of the gory 
of God, Rom. iii. 23. 


9, How came all to be ſinners ? i 
A. By one man's diſobedience, | many were made fin- 


ners, Rom. v. 1 


2. What is the evil conſequence of being a derb 

A. Curſed is eyery one that continueth not in all 
things which are . in the book of the law to do 
them, Gal. iii. 


A. But — a man is not curſed, if he 1 is but a very 
little finner ? 

A. Whoever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all, James ii. 10. 

If this beſo, then both I and all mankind are in 
a miſerable. ſtate. 

A. Tis true : men are very apt to ſay, they are rich, 
and increaſed with goods, and have need of nothing ; 
and know not that they are wretched and miſerable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked, Rev. iii. 17. " 

9. What then muſt a perſon do to be ſaved? _. 

A. Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved, As xvi. 31. 

2. But are we not to amend our lives, and do all the 
good we can, and ſo expect to be ſav' d? 

A. By the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh be 
juſtify'd in God's fight, Roy. iii. 20. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 5. 

2. Then we may live as we will, if we do but be- 
lieve ? 


A. As the body without the ſpirit is dead, fo fairh 
without works is dead alſo, James it. 20. 
2. Pray what is faith? 


A. Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the'evi- 


dence of things not ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. 


2. So then I find if we have faith, Chrift is even now 
as ey evidently preſent to the ſpiritual ſenſes of our ſouls; 


as if we had been perſonally preſent with him here on 
earth ? 


A, Yes indeed. Chriſt dwells in our hearts by faith, 
Eph. iii. 17. * 89 


4 
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os So then you have fellowſhip with an unſeen 
riſt ? 

A. Truly our fellowſhip is with the Father and with 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John i. 3. 

+ Q. And do you love him, tho“ you have not ſeen 
un ? 

A. Whom having not ſeen, we love: in whom, tho' 
now we ſee him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. 

Q, Methinks I ſhould love him very much, and be- 
heve in him too, if I were to ſee him. 

A. Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet have 
believed, Fohn xx. 29; 
2. Pray tell me, why x do yu love him, and reJoice 


in him ſo much? 


A. Becauſe he has loved us, and waſhed us from our 
ſins in his own blood, Rev. i. 5. 

9. How has he done away our fins ? 

A. Chriſt hath redeem'd us from the curſe of the law, 
being made a curſe for us, Gal. iii. 13. | 

Was Chriſt then curſed ? 9 

A. It is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on 
« tree, ibid. | 


2. 1 thought juſt now you ſaid that we finners were 4Y | 


cx — the thee fray, and the Lord 
we like ſheep have i e Lor 
hath laid on him the . +20 all, 1a. liii. 6. 
©. But why was he puniſh'd, and not eve? 
7 It er d the Ld to bruiſe him, I/a. liii. 10. 
Q. Were Chriſt's ſufferings very great? 
A. So great, that his ſoul was exceeding ſorrowful, 
even unto death, Matt. xxvi. 38. 
2. Then 1 find all we muſt have periſhed, if Chriſt 
had not died. 
A. Tis true indeed, that pen hath delivered us from 
the wrath to come, 1 7 be. 1. 
. Since then Chriſt hath died, I ſuppoſe none will 
now. 
A. He that believeth not, ſhall be damned, Mark 
XV1. 16, 


©. Very true: But we ought to hope Ny of 


| people ; 3 5 hope that we all do believe. 
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4: All men have not faith, 2 The: i. 2. 
2. But if all have not, I hope the moſt part ave? 


A. Strait is the gate, and narrow is the 1 that 
leadeth unto life, and fe2v there be that find i ey" 2008 


vü. 1 
E ns! is an hard ſaying, who can hear 1 nh 
7 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear, Matt. 
xi. 15. | 
2 But whe, can be ſay'd rage 10 : 

God fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
wen Son, that whoſoever believeth! in him, ſhould 
riſh, but have everlaſting life, John iii. 16. 
| I find then that tho?. the, gate is ſtrait, yet there 

is a door of 1 mercy open notwithſtanding, - 

A. Yes indeed, the Lord _— mercy for thou- 
ſands, Exod. xxxiv. * 
* 2, Then I need: not deſpa ir. 5 67 

It is good that a man ond both hope and qui- 

etly wait faq the- ſalvation of the Lord, Lam. iii. 26. 

2. Pray tell me, have you obtain'd mercy? * 
i A. For this cauſe. I obtain'd mercy, that in me Jeſus 
_ might ſhew forth all Ip 1 I TE 


* Are your fins all forgiven ? 
A. God hath forgiven me all treſpaſſes, Cal. ii. 13. 

2 Pray who are you, that Chriſt ſhould love you, 
and forgive you all treſpaſſes? at! 1:23 2 

A. Offinrs den the ci, 1 Tim. 1. 18. 18 

2 oy dare. you; then to think that Chriſt n 
you?; 12 
A, EAR ALT IP oat lie xv. 2.1 05 
1 But Why do you think that, he receiveth you in 

122 he ns you o? 

1 — He dat ele on the Son of God, lach the 
witneſs in himſelf, 1; Jabn. v. 10. 

3 What is this witneſs ? ? ) 

A. It is the e x Jahn. v. 6. 

2. Iwiſh it is not all deluſion. 
x. of N +4j truth: And H we; receive the wit- 
neſs of men, the ] 8 e 1 Jn 


* 
o 
3 "LR „ et 
LD ah > — — 
„ 
Jew 5 A +4 1 


[42] 

©. But do not many pretend to the Spirit, who yet 
_ hypocrites? , - 

Phe Lord ſhall cut ſuch Ander and appoing 
then their portion with the hypocrites, Mat. xxiv. 5 . 

9. How may a perſon know whether he has the 
true ſpirit, cr whether he be in a delufion ? 

Let a man examine himſelf; 1 Coy. xi. 28. 

2. What are the marks of the Spirit? 
A. The fruit of the ſpirit is love, joy, peace, bog 
" ſuffering,” gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tem- 
perance; ----and they that are Chriſt's have crucified 
the fleſh with the affections and luſts, Gal. v. 22, 24. 

2. I do not hear our learned winner talk ſo much 
of the Spirit : - 

God hath hid theſe chinge from the wiſe and pru- 
dent, Matt. xi. 25. 

We us'd to call hem Delf, who Pretend ſo 
to the Spirit. 

"ot If any man have not the Spirit of Cheri, he is 
none of his. Rom. vi. 9. 

2. To whom is this Spirit Feber 

A. The promiſe is unto you, and to all that are e gr 
off, even as many as the-Lord our God ſhall call, Ads 


i. 39. 


Ad who are they that do actually receive the 

* it ? 

A. He that believeth on Chriſt, as the Scripture 
hath ſaid,” out of his belly ſhall flow rivers, of living 
Water. This ſpoke Chrilt of the Spirit, Which they 
that believe on him, ſhould receiye, John. vii. 38. 39. 

2. Then I find it d the privilege of every true be- 

liever to have the Spirit; This is brave indeed. Al- 
moſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a chriſtian. 
A Iwould to God that not only thou, but all that 
read this, were both *Anibſt, and altogether fuch as 1 
am, Ad xvi. 29. Quly without that fin that dwel- 
letk in me, Rom? Vif 20 

2. Lord, I believe; help YE my wabilics. 

A. Tay: wits you," There is Joy in the preſence of 
the N of God, over one ſinner that repenteth, Luke 
Xv. 10. Amen, Amen. 
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